Xiv                            THE PREFACE.

unfortunate creatures who are obliged to seek their
re-establishment abroad -whether by the misery of
transportation, or other disaster; letting them know
that diligence and application have their due
encouragement, even in the remotest part of the
world, and that no case can be so low, so despicable,
or so empty of prospect, but that an unwearied
industry will go a great way to deliver us from it, will
in time raise the meanest creature to appear again
in the world, and give him a new cast for hi& life.

These are a few of the serious inferences which
we are led by the hand to in this book, and these
are fully sufficient to justify any man in recom-
mending it to the world, and much more to justify
the publication of it.

There are two of the most beautiful parts stiU
behind, which this story gives some idea of, and lets
us into the parts of them, but they are either of
them too long to be brought into the same volume;
and indeed are, as I may call them, whole volumes
of themselves, viz. 1. The life of her governess, as
she calls her, who had run through, it seems, in a
few years, all the eminent degrees of a gentlewoman,
a whore, and a bawd ; a midwife, and a midwife
keeper, as they are called; a pawnbroker, a child
taker, a receiver of thieves, and of stolen goods;
and in a*word, herself a thief, a breeder up of thieves,
and the like, and yet at last a penitent.

The second is the life of her transported husband,
a highwayman; who, it seems, lived a twelve years'